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What does Race owe to Religion?

Islam, Christianity, and Judaism in Medieval Spain
and North Africa

Eine Veranstaltung des Akademienvorhabens ,Regesta Imperii - Regesten Kaiser Friedrichs

I1I. (1440-1493)" im Mittelalterzentrum der Berlin-Brandenburgischen Akademie der Wissen-

schaften (BBAW) und des Lehrstuhls Europaische Geschichte des Mittelalters der
Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin.

Akademiegebdude am Gendarmenmarkt
Leibniz-Saal, MarkgrafenstralRe 38, 10117 Berlin

Anmeldung bis zum 30.11. unter: https://bit.ly/3Hjscld

Today it is common to think of race and racism as originating in modernity, and
especially in European colonization of the “New” world. But the word race itself
was first applied to humans in medieval Spain, as a way of stigmatizing converts
to Christianity from Judaism or Islam and their descendants. And long before
Christians in Spain began to imagine that Judaism and Islam were reproduced
biologically, Muslims in Spain and North Africa had developed similar ways of
thinking about the deficiencies of people descended from converts. This lecture
will explore the medieval encounters between Christianity, Islam, and Judaism
that produced these reproductive logics, and trace their influence in later Muslim
and Christian systems of enslavement and racial hierarchy in sub-Saharan Africa
and the Americas.

David Nirenberg is a historian of the Middle Ages. Among his publications are
“Communities of Violence. Persecution of Minorities in the Middle Ages” (1996)

and “Anti-Judaism: The Western Tradition” (2013). Currently a professor at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, he has just been appointed as the next Director of the Institute

for Advanced Studies, Princeton, one of the world’s preeminent centers for theo-
retical research in the sciences and humanities.

Weitere Informationen: Franziska Urban / franziska.urban@bbaw.de

Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der Wissenschaften, Akademiegebdude am Gendarmenmarkt,
Jagerstrale 22/23, 10117 Berlin

Anfahrt: S-Bahn bis Friedrichstralle / U2 bis Hausvogteiplatz oder Stadtmitte / U6 Stadtmitte.
Bei Anfahrt mit dem eigenen PKW empfehlen wir die Nutzung der umliegenden Parkhduser.
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Montag

06.12.2021
18.00 Uhr

Der Eintritt ist frei.
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